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SHORT HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN 
“NATION CHURCH 


In 1892, April 15th, eight young men met | 
in the home of Edward Day, Mt. Victory, O., 
and formulated a slight system of organi- 
zation among themselves for the purpose of 
carrying on evangelistic and missionary work 
in that part of the country. After delibera- 
tion the company separated, going two and 
two into different towns _and villages of that 
section. Much work was done by these en- 
thusiastic young men for several months, but 
for their radical teaching much opposition 
arose, which from the hard times that follow-. 
-edfor the necessaries of life, and other causes, 
in two years from that date it would have 
been hard to find scarcely anything of the 
little company of enthusiasts that had met 
in that private home and organized what 
they then called the “Equality Evangelists.” 

But under the labors of the remaining 
chairman and Edward Day, the little com- 
pany was again remarshaled in 1894 with 
‘a number of other earnest and persistent 
Christian men, and in the year 1895, April 


3 


15th, this pody of men met at Marion, Ohio, 
and there formed a systematic plan of gov- 
ernment, agreeing to call themselves the 
Christian Nation Evangelists, and a short time 
after this incorporating under the state laws 
as the Christian Nation Church. Up to 
this time the idea of its being a church 
organization had never entered the minds 
of its early leaders, but now such seemed to 
be forced upon it. Already some local church 
work had commenced, due to the fact of 
unreasonable opposition, from sectarian re- 
ligious bodies, which made it possible to take 
care of the converts to Christ only by shep- 
herding them in some fold outside the al- 
ready existing church societies. 

We are opposed to no organization that 
can bring a soul to “the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sins of the world” but do 
not seek the sympathy and co-operation of 
those “who have a name to live and are 
dead,” or those “having a form of godliness 
but denying the power.” ~ 

The lives of all are watched carefully and 
only those living exemplary Christian lives 
are permitted to remain among us. 

Our work is run absolutely by faith in 
God’s promises. We have no secular plans 
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to raise money. All is prayed in, and God 
is teaching us to pray for greater things 
every year. 

We do not claim to have a “new light,” 
but the “old light” pure and simple, as 
taught by the reformers of nearly every 
evangelical church denomination, in their 
purity. | 

We do not seek members to “join” us, but 
we seek the co-operation of all Christians in 
the advancement of the kingdom of our | 
Christ. 


All conference meetings are denominated 
“Congress.” 


RESOLUTIONS OF CONGRESS 
We enter every church door that opens 
to us to preach the Word and hold up “the 
faith once delivered to the saints.”—Jude 3. 

Local and field elders will take charge of 
“districts” and “local societies.” 

A “district” shall be considered as the 
territory covered in a pastoral circuit where 
a pastor has his different preaching points, 
but not necessarily the entire land covered 
by same. 

The Minister or elder shall have charge 
of all the points that he shall have estab- 
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lished, and shall have control of same to- 
gether with a camp meeting, if he establishes 
the same in his district. 

“Local” and “field elders” must have one 
year’s experience in the work before they 
can officiate in that capacity, and no elder 
shall be ordained who has an unruly family 
under his roof. He must be filled with the 
Holy Ghost and apt to teach — Titus 1:5-9; 
1 Tim. 3:1-13. 

The pastor shall discipline his own mem- 
bers, with power to suspend the same, but 
members shall have the right to appeal to 
the General Overseer in the interim of 


Congress, and subsequently to Congress for 
final adjustment. 


OFFICERS 
The officers are a General Overseer, an 
assistant Overseer, and a Secretary-Treas- 
urer, to be elected annually by ballot only. 


Nominations for General Overseer and 


Assistant Overseer shall be made by ballot. 
The two having the most votes shall be the 
declared nominees for the respective offices; 


a nominee receiving a majority of the votes 
cast for normination shall be declared elected. 


The duties of the Assistant Overseer are 
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to counsel with, and fill any vacancy that 


may occur through the death, resignation 


or incapacity of the General Overseer. 

The General Overseer must have at least 
two years’ study and experience in the 
Christian Nation work, and must be a man 


proven to be a God sent leader, one who 


has signs of his leadership following him. 
His life must be given wholeheartedly to 


‘the work and his life must be similar to 


that required for the elders. Titus 1:5-9; 
1 Tim. 3:1-13; 

He shall be over the pastor of a district 
to the extent of advising or disciplining the 
pastor even to the suspension of the pastor. 
A suspended pastor shall have the right of — 
appeal to the next Congress following his 
suspension. The decision of Congress in such 
a case shall be final. : 

The Missionary Board consists of three 
or more members, of which the Overseer is 
a member ex-officio; the other members are 


to be elected year by year by the minis- 


terial body. 
Its duties are as follows—organize with a 


Chairman and Secretary-Treasurer and make 
such arrangements as it may deem advis-~ 


able and necessary to get missionary can- 
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didates established in the fields to which 
they are called; to pass upon the qualifica- 
tions of missionary candidates and to attend 
. to any other matters that pertain to the 
missionary interests of the C. N. Congress. 

The officers of each “local society” shall 


consist of a Secretary, Treasurer and’ at — 


least three Trustees, whose duties are the 
same as those that generally appertain to 
such offices. 

The pastor shall have full control of the 
pulpit, the officers of each “local society” 
being subordinate to him. 

There shall be a Board of Three Ordained 
Members consisting of Overseer, assistant 
Overseer and secretary, of which the Over- 
seer shall be the Chairman. They shall 
advise and operate, the Government of the 
church during the interim of Congress all 
their acts being subject to Congress. 

The duties of said Committee will be to 
receive and consider all applications for 
licenses or ordination of ministers and all 
matters of controversial nature, and after 
due investigation, make such recommenda- 
tions to Congress as in its judgment are best 


for the general advancement of the Kingdom © 


of God. . 
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Should the Committee as a unit not agree 
in its judgment, the minority shall not 
denied the privilege of its report to 
Congress. 

Church "property shall not be used for 
entertainments, lectures, or meetings of a 
worldly nature, but used only for worship 
and in the interest of the work of God. 

Each pastor in charge of a District con- — 
sisting of one or more Churches shall, with 
his membership, choose a Lay-Delegate and 
an alternate to the Annual Congress, who 
together with all licensed and ordained 
ministers shall constitute the Congress of 
the Christian Nation Church and shall have 


_ the right to consider and vote on all matters 


pertaining thereto. 


MEMBERS 

No worker shall work on an field 
of labor without consent of worker in 
charge. 

The license of each minister is to expire 
at the end of each conference year. — 

Each member of Congress, except foreign 
missionaries, shall report to overseer, on an. 
average of once every three months and if 
unable to attend the yearly Congress, shall 
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send an offering to help defray the expenses 
of the Congress. 


by each minister. 
READING COURSE 


The Rules governing the Reading Course 
shall be amended to ‘read: “The Reading 
Course and the outlines adopted as per 1922 
printed Polity of the Christian Nation 
Church shall extend over a period of five 
years.” 

Each minister is advised to read this 
course. 

All other rules adopted subsequent to 
1922 be, and are hereby, repealed. It is not 
intended, however by this Resolution, to re- 
peal or set aside the Resolution, of Congress 


on page 142 of the Minutes establishing a 


Missionary Board and setting forth its du- 
ties, nor the Resolution on page 177 of the 
Minutes appointing a Board of Trustees for 
the Comargo Camp Grounds, which shall 
consist of five members; the Overseer shall 
be a member ex-officio. 

It is further resolved that the Secretary 
shall make a transcript of the minutes of 
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each annual conference as early as is prac- 


tical after the Congress has convened and 
mail to each member of the Congress. 


WHAT WE BELIEVE 


DRESS 

We believe it is not in keeping with the 
Scripture to wear any needless ornaments, 
gold or costly array; but that each member 
be urged to dress neatly and tidily, but in 
perfectly plain attire, and that we teach 
all Christians, by word and example, to 
forsake all worldliness in dress and fashion 
in keeping with the Word. See I Tim. 
2:9, 10; 1 Pet. 3:3-5; Isa. 3:16-26; Rom. 13:2. 


CLUBS AND LODGES 
We believe in forsaking at once all world- 
ly organizations when becoming Christians 


\and belonging to nothing but the church. 


All secret societies or clubs composed in 
part or in whole of unsaved and ungodly 
persons, whether secret or not secret, we 
can have no fellowship with,‘ and according 
to the Word we must renounce them. See 
Matt. 5:33-37; 1 John 2:15-17; John 3:19-21; 


Eph. 5:8-13; 2 Cor. 6:14-18; 2 Thess. 3:6, 14. 
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DIVORCE AND MARRIAGE 

No person who has been divorced for any 
cause can remain in fellowship with us if 
again married to another during the life 
of the other party of the marriage covenant. 
See Matt. 5:32; 19:9; Rom. 7:1-3; Mark 10:11, 

12; Luke 16:17, 18; 1 Cor. 7:39. 


TEMPERANCE 


‘We believe it evil to have any part with 
the sale or manufacture of liquor and that 
we, in no way, will aid in its being sold. 
See 2 Cor. 6:14; Rom. 14:21; 13:10; 1 Cor. 
6:10; Hab. 2:15. 


SABBATH 


We believe we should remember the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy, that all secular 
work should be done in six days and the 
Sabbath should be used for holy services 
only; that all work that could be done 
through the week must not be done on the 
Sabbath, and only necessary work done. 
The Sabbath to be spent in reading the 
Bible, clean literature, prayer and worship 
of God. The use of all public conveyances 
is to be avoided on the Sabbath as far as 
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possible. toe. 50:32, Neh. 
10:31. 

MARRIAGE 
Wo believe & nit 
word that the saved of the Lord marry the 
unsaved, and that many have been lost 
through this; that we should do all in our 


they be agreed, and to urge those that are 
married that way in the past to bear all 
things, as they must suffer willingly as a 
chastisement for lack of carefulness in this 
matter. Neh. 10:30; 13:27. 


| DISHONESTY es 
We believe in no dishonesty; that resti- 
tution be made to all men so far as lieth 
in our power, for past wrongs; that we 
excuse none for not paying a debt when it 
is in their power to pay; that we should 
have no fellowship with any whose conduct 
does not bear inspection at all times on 
this line. 2 Thess. 3:10-15; Rom. 13:8. 


RAISING CHILDREN 
“We believe that each family should raise 
just so large a family of children as God 
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power to stop this practice of wrong. Two , 
cannot walk together successfully unless 


shall be pleased to give them, and that these 
children shall be carefully taught to look to 
Christ as their Savior and that they shall 
be brought under control at an early age; 
that a failure to do this will be classed as 
one of the greatest of sins; that they be 
taught to respect the Bible and all men. 
2 Tim. 2:14, 15; 2 Tim. 3:15; Prov. 22:6; 


Matt. 19:13-15. 


FESTIVALS AND ENTERTAINMENTS 
We believe in having no festivals or any 
kind of entertainments, as the place of wor- 
ship was to be only for spiritual gatherings. 
Christmas trees, children’s day entertain- 
ments, etc., are forbidden. Luke 19:45, 46; 
1 Cor. 11:22; Mark 11:15-17. 


ADMISSION FEES 

We believe in having no charges of ad- 
mission to any place of worship or to any 
exercise carried on within our buildings or 
grounds; no gaining money from congrega-— 
tions, except by the free-will offerings. 
2 Cor. 9:1-14. 

TITHING 

We believe that tithing is the scriptural 

method of contributing to the support of 
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the ministry. Gen. 14:20; Heb. 7:2-6; Lev. 
27:30-32; Num. 18:21-24; Gen. 28:22; Mal. 
3:8-10; Matt. 23:23; 1 Cor. 16:1-3; 9:1-14. 


CLEAN LIPS 
e believe in no jesting, foolish talking 
or\ singing of worldly songs, profanity, vul- 
garity, slang, lying, deception, or any use 
of the tongue unbecoming a Christian. Luke 
6:45; Eph. 5:4; Jas. 5. : 


SOCIAL PURITY 

We believe in the most thorough life of 
social purity; that any steps that might 
seem to be leading to adultery may be at 
once investigated and if found guilty severe- 
ly dealt with, and that our married life be 
strictly in keeping with God’s word on these 
lines; that the mind as well be kept pure 
from all unholy thoughts, and that our 
children be taught early the dangers of 
secret sins. Eph. 5:1-6; 1 Cor. 7:1-6; Prov. 
17:6. 

RESISTING EVIL, FAULTFINDING 

We believe in a brotherly love for all 
men, even our enemies, and under no cir- 
cumstances should we resist an injury done 
us, even of the grossest kind, but should 
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- gimply let the law of the land punish the 
offender, and God to avenge the wrong; 


that all faultfinding, to others, about .any- 
one, in their absence, must not be done, as 
such proceeds from a heart of evil. All 
faultfinding and complaints must first be 
brought to the one considered faulty. Matt. 
5:39-45; 18:12-17; Gal. 6:2; Rom. 12:17-21. 


TIME SPENT 

We believe all should be diligent in busi- 
ness, improving every hour at some im- 
portant line of work or study; that time . 
spent in conversation should be for the 
spiritual and intellectual advancement of the 
hearer, or words necessary to business. Eph. 
5:15, 16; Rom. 12:11; Phil. 1:27; 3:20; 2 Pet. 
3:11. 

FASTING AND PRAYER 

We believe that we should observe days 
of fasts and prayers, one for- another, and 
for all who desire prayer, and that we 


-. Should meet as often as possible for prayer 


and to confess our faults one to another, 
if overcome by sin or sickness; that 
we may be heéaled in soul and body; 
that we may have a blameless spirit, soul and 
body at His coming. Matt. 17:21; 1 Cor. 7:5; 
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Heb. 10:25; Jas. 5: 13-16; 1 Thess. 5:23, 24. 


CHARITY TO NEEDY 

We believe that all should work, but that 
under no conditions should any suffer need 
that did work when they could; that dur- 
ing sickness and other misfortunes we ‘must 
rally to the assistance of each other, and 
that a regular committee shall be appointed ~ 
to look after the worthy sick and needy. 
2 Thess. 3:10-12; Rom. 12:13; 1 John 3:17, 18. 


| TOBACCO, SNUFF, ETC. 

We do not believe it right to use tobacco 
and that we are to oppose the sale of it, 
-for the use of mankind. The use of snuff, 
cigarettes and all other habits not in keep- 
ing with the Word of God and the best laws 
of health must not continue to be indulged 
in among us. 1 Cor. 3:16, 17; Rom. 12:1, 2. 


FOURFOLD GOSPEL 
We believe the plainly revealed Word 
of God; that there is a fourfold Gospel, 
namely; Justification, Entire Sanctification, 
Divine Healing, and Second Coming of Jesus. 


SANCTIFICATION 
_ We believe that we are washed from our 
sins by the blood; that entire Sanctification 
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is received subsequent to Justification, by a 
separate act of faith in believers where of 
the Holy Ghost is a witness to us, and that 
we are entirely sanctified by yielding our 
bodies a living sacrifice unto God and 
letting the Holy Ghost make our bodies 
His temple; that to be “sanctified” is iden- 
tical with experience of “being filled” ‘or 
“baptized with the Holy Ghost,” and that 


- the experience is not the manifestation of 


any certain “gift of the Spirit.” 

That Divine Healing and also divine health 
is a gracious privilege promised to all who 
keep God’s and nature’s laws carefully and 
prayerfully; that Jesus, our King, is coming 
again, and perhaps soon, to take His Bride, 
the Church with Him to reign one thousand 
years before the final judgment. 

We teach that all Christians are one in 
heart and love, and that no church name can 
divide them; that all who believe in Christ 
and obey the Father belong to Christ's 
Nation or Kingdom, making them in fellow- 
ship with us, regardless of denomination or 
difference of other doctrines, not necessary 
to salvation. 
‘ORDINANCES 
We believe that the ordinances of the 
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church, taught the Bible, are Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper. 


VIOLATION OF RULES 
The wilful and persistent violation of any 
rule of this Congress for a period of one 
year, on the part of a minister, after due 
admonition by the General Overseer, or if 
on the part of the lay member, admonition 
by his pastor, shall be sufficient cause for 
dropping the one guilty of such violation 
from his respective membership. | : 
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READING COURSE 


FIRST YEAR 


Fanaticism Exposed—Shelhamer. 

Finney’s Revival Fire—Knapp. 

Finney’s Autobiography. 

Barnes’ General History, Ancient Period, 
first third of book. 


SECOND YEAR 


Revival Lectures—Finney 

Pilgrim’s Progress—John Bunyan. 

Biography of John Bunyan 

Impressions—Knapp 

Barnes’ General History, Medieval Period, 
second third of book. 


THIRD YEAR 


Holy War—Bunyan. 

Biography of Dr. Adam Clarke. 
Biography of John Wesley—Watson 
Lectures to Professed Christians—Finney 
Barnes’ General History, finish reading 
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FOURTH YEAR 


Fisher's Church History, or any authenti- 
cated Church History 

Homiletics and Pastoral Theology—Shedd 

Heart-Searching Talks to Ministers— 
Shelhamer 


FIFTH YEAR 
Missionary Library, six volumes— 
God’s Bible School 


Men and Women of Deep Piety—McLeister 
Fox’s Life of the Martyrs 


REFERENCE BOOKS 


Clarke’s Commentary 


Smith’s Bible Dictionary 
Cruden’s Concordance 


History of the Books of the Bible—Stow 
COMMITTEE ON PRINTING 


R. E. Brockman 
H. Monjar 
W. F. Clark 
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Christian 


A NEW COMMANDMENT | GIVE UNTO YOU, THAT 
YE LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS | HAVE LOVED You 


SHALT WOT STEAL Trou WOT BEAR 
FALSC Acamst 


TRY NCIGHBOK 


= 


SHALT NOT KILL TrOU SGRALT NOT 


COMMIT adULTCRY 


MONOUR THY FATHER AnD 

THY MOTHER THAT Tey 

DAYS MAY BE LONG UPON 

TRE LAND write THE 

LORD THY GOD GivtTxn 
THEE 


TROU SHALT NO 
OTHER GODS BEFORE mE 


THOU SHALT NOT Covr Tr 
THY NE'GHBORS 
THOU SHALT NOT COVET 
THY WEIGHBORS 
MIS MANSGERVANT 
MAID SCRYANT, WOR On OR 
ASS, NOR ANYTHING THAT 
1S THY NEIGMRBORS 


NOT TAKE 
TRE NAME OF THE LORD 
Try GOD iN VAIN FOR THE 
LORD wilt NOT HIM 
GUILTLESS THAT TAKETH 
nmiS NAME IN VAIN 


ROME MOCR Bay TO 
Day OF Tet LORD 
Gop iT MOT BO Any 


TROU SrALT NOT MAKE 
UNTO TREE ANY GRAVEN 
(MAGE.OR AmY LiKE OF 
ANY THING THAT 1S 
COR THAT THE EARTH 
WATLA UNDER Trt CART Tete ST 
Teer. FoR | LORD Tey Gop 
AM A Te 
QuiTy OF FATHERS vPon Tit 
THAT MATE 


SABBaTH Dav AnD 


HE THAT HATH MY COMMANDMENTS 
AND KEEPETH THEM HE IT iS THAT LOVETH ME- 
AND HE THAT LOVETH ME SHALL BE LOVED OF MY FATHER 
AND | WILL LOVE HIM,AND | WILL MANIFEST MYSELF UNTO HIM. 
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Gur Lord Jesus does command us to be 
meanswhat we do qd how we do it. “Do =z 
of GOD ". Back in 1929 when I was save 
Sins and for future service many que: 
I had to consider and settle . Of co 
Sin was settled,quit it § But con 
little Foxes that spoil the vine-- 
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till does 


itable,and this 
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ll tor the glory 


offer problems . I quit smoking and the use of alcoholic 


beverages and have never been sorry to this day. Some 
Evangelists tried to set me to Se other things such 
tea and coffee which we did not have in our home duri 
the raising of our five spike bis - If tea anc coffee 
hurts you physically and spiritually ,quit it,for you 


bad 


know or should know that y your body is the temple . The 


medical profession today as in the roarin; twenties knew 


the harmful effects of tobacco and alcoholic 
the human body as also the drus addiction ha 
Sanka (sanctified ?) Coffee may be different 
all have enough sengs to quit harmful addic 


some of the things that the earlier preach in 
church,and other holiness churches, preached asainst 
tI listened to were, automobiles, electricity , radio 
ties , Silk stockings , dresses that allowed the calf 
the leg to show ,ritz watches , . They di t preach 
earainst television , jet traveling ,and atom smashihs 
as that was not yet in existance, but they weulc have 
had it been used then . The only group that I know of 


still preaches against the automobile is *the Amish and 


only about forty per. cent of-them now . I have had long 
talks with all the Overseers of our church frdém Brother 
William-Gaskins to this day on the subject of things to he 


considered wrong and to be preached arainst . None of these 


good and Godly men were against these modern scientific 


devises as. useful inventions but were against the devilish 


use of them - I feel the same way about these things ar 
do-not ga along with those that fight these new inventions © 


but rather fight the devilish use of them which I do. 
Capture the new things for the glory of God and use them ‘A 


promote the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ . If we would 
spend more time fighting SIN (transgression of the law) | 

we would be more profitable for the Lord in pushing the | 

Grace and Gospel of our Lord and Savior . I am pushing for 


our church to purchase and own a UHF Televisign Broadcasting 


fox the glory of God 
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& Today 
Luke 16 : 19. 31 


"In hell he liftea up his qgres,being in, sorments,4 
Abreham afar off,and in his ce or 
~ Said, Fatner Abrdham have mercy on Seni 
he may sip the tip of his fingerin water,anc’ coo] 
tongue; for I-am tormented in this 3a 
unto him,They have Moses the prophets; though 
rent to your ‘brothers from the dead the) would 
persuaded--." "In thy lifetine vasa 
things, and Lazarus his evil things,tut he is j 
3 and th art tormented." 
This man was a high churchtan,c Piarisee . 
He regularly attended the House of Cod. He wrily th< 
he would make it to heaven- did ie uct 2cllow Lazarus 
beg outside his sate and eat his ¢: sa. Ff a)) 
the dogs to lick Lazaruses sores is sate. 
He was not really a hateful man. “We was not an sdult 
na He was not a liar - A man like Dives al , every och 
woulé like to claim with open arts. he 
. did. the”rich man fail God He failed wher 
ay holiness professors (modern Pharises's) a rong + 
He was parti ally just but not ssiritually just ae God 
comfands He showed a little not the amnoun 
f he was. capable of if he had accepted al? ie wilt ane 
srace of God. Where are the modern dav 
iailing God. They do not love merey but to stand 
2 spiritual market hessand casticate, br 
hat condemn, belittle, and throw off cr all and everybody 
| 
"In hell he lifted up his eyes teins in torment.® 
Someone reading this article will spent eternity tn he’ 
ee because of their present heart condition,is it you 4 
ese 


lish Rey.20-10 shall be tormented day an¢ night 


as: | and forever."----"This is the second death. 
ons | ‘\> whosoever was not found written in *:e book 


“*life was cast into the lake of fire." 


- 


Without holiness no man shall see the Lord."Io it 


id | Christian Nation Church 
345 Cedar Drive 
Loveland, Ohio 45140 
1-513-683-1406 


